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Achaian, Ionian, and the   "best representative  of
the antique intellect.

It was almost impossible to travel in the interior
of the island, where the Christian element still held
its own unmixed, without coming in contact with
remnants of the most ancient superstitions. In one
place my guide pointed out to me a cave where
Janni the shepherd one day gathered his sheep in
the midday heats to fiddle to them, when there came
out of the sea a band of Nereids, who begged him
to play for their dancing. Janni obeyed and lost
his heart to one of the sea damsels, and, sorely smit-
ten, went to a wise woman to know what he should
do to win her, and was told that he must boldly seize
her in the whirl of the dance and hold her, no mat-
ter what happened. He followed the direction, and
though the nymph changed shape many times he
kept his hold and she submitted to him and they
were married. In process of time she bore a child,
but all the while she had never spoken a word.
The wise woman, consulted again, told Janni to take
the child and pretend to lay it on the fire, when his
wife would speak. He obeyed again, but made a
slip, and the child, falling into the fire, was burned
to death, whereupon the wife fled to the sea and was
never seen again. This was told me in all serious-
ness as of a contemporary event, and was evidently
held as history. I bought from a peasant one of
the well-known three-sided prisms with archaic in-
taglios of animals on the faces, and had the curios-
ity to inquire the virtues of it, for I was told that it